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Abstract of JP2000280858 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To perform a 
judgment processing in an emergency sucli as 
collision by controlling an on-vehicle apparatus 
on the basis of the judgment result by a 
judging means forjudging a person sitting In a 
seat and its posture from a distance image on 
the basis of a preliminarily stored interpretation 
rule. SOLUTION: The rule used to interpret an 
image gained in a steady time is stored in a 
steady interpretation rule memory part 4. 
Whether a collision occurred or not is 
confirmed by a collision detection part 7. When 
no collision is confirmed, the steady image 
pickup is continued. When the collision is 
confirmed, a non-steady image picl^up is 
performed. After taking the image, the 
interpretation is performed on the basis of a 
non-steady interpretation rule stored in a non- 
steady interpretation rule memory part 5. 
Accordingly, since the state of the fellow 
passenger in a front passenger's seat can be 
judged by use of the distance value between 
the fellow passenger and an air bag and the 
volume value of the fellow passenger to 
control the expansion of the air bag, the 
danger by the expansion of the air bag in a 
collision can be significantly reduced. 
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